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According to recent opinion polls conducted among voters by two independent survey firms, the
top two candidates for president in the Feb. 6 general elections are currently running neck-in-
neck. Nearly 42% of voters surveyed in a poll conducted by Borges y Asociados indicated that they
intend to vote for opposition candidate Jose Maria Figueres of the National Liberation Party (Partido
Liberacion Nacional, PLN). His chief rival, governing Social Christian Unity Party (Partido Unidad
Social Cristiana, PUSC) candidate Miguel Angel Rodriguez received one percentage point less.
The results of the survey, which polled 1,848 Costa Rican citizens of voting age, were released Jan.
5. Meanwhile, a poll conducted by the Interdisciplinary Development Consultants (Consultoria
Interdisciplinaria de Desarrollo, CID) found that 43.1% of the 1,010 persons surveyed said they
would vote for Figueres, while 40.1% said they will cast their ballot for Rodriguez. The study, which
was released on Jan. 10, reported a 3% margin of error. Between 10% and 15% of registered voters
remain undecided, according to both surveys. In addition to the nation's next head of state, on Feb.
6 voters will also elect two vice presidents, 57 federal deputies, and city council officials for the
country's 81 municipalities.
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